U8/U9 Division — Frequently

Asked Questions

Why can’t NMHA use the same team model as last year?

Last year’s model required a formal VIAHA policy change to continue. We
submitted this request, but it was voted down. Without VIAHA approval, we must
follow the existing regulations.t

Did NMHA explore other options?

Yes. We carefully reviewed different approaches. Unfortunately, those options are
not feasible.

So how will teams be formed this season?

Teams in both U8 and U9 will be balanced. This ensures parity across all teams in
each division.

Will players be moved once the season starts?

At the start of the season, coaches and evaluators will watch players. If there are
clear reasons of skill or safety, a player may be moved between the U8 and U9
divisions. Any changes must be approved by VIAHA.

What’s new this year?

We’re excited to introduce a female U9 team for the first time in NMHA history. This
is a big step forward in creating more opportunities for female players and
supporting the growth of hockey in our community.

What is NMHA’s priority in this process?

Our goal is to provide a positive, safe, and development-focused environment for
all players, while respecting the rules set by VIAHA.




