Nanaimo Minor Hockey Association (NMHA) Affiliation Guidelines
1. Purpose

Affiliation enables NMHA teams to maintain safe and competitive roster sizes and offers
eligible players opportunities to participate at a higher level of play. Affiliate players can

only be used to supplement the team under specific conditions and must not be used to
“bench” or hold a registered player from playing. If you have any questions about if your

situation is valid to use an affiliate player, please reach out prior to using the player.

NOTE: Nanaimo MHA strongly encourages players to accept the higher-level assignment.
2. Definitions

e Carded Teams: NMHA Competitive stream teams officially registered through BC
Hockey with player cards.

e Recreational Teams: NMHA Recreational teams are formed through open
registration without official BC Hockey carding.

o Affiliate Player (AP): A player from a lower division/category permitted to
temporarily play for a higher division/category team.

3. General Guidelines (All Divisions)
Eligibility

e APs must be from a lower division/category (see priority affiliation flow) within
NMHA.

e Players cannot be affiliated to more than one team at a time.

e Teams cannot use affiliate players to increase the number of players beyond their
original roster size.

e Goaltenders count as having participated only if they enter the game.
e The U7 division is not eligible to have players affiliate other divisions.
Limits
e A maximum of 10 league, placement, or playoff games per team per season.
e Tournament and exhibition games do not count toward the 10-game limit.

e Players remain officially registered with their home/original team.



Approval Process
o Affiliates must be listed on the receiving team’s HCR roster before participating.
e AP designation must be noted as "AP" on the official game sheet.

e Coaches/Manager must request AP usage by submitting an Affiliate Player form (AP
Form) to administrator@hockeynanaimo.com

e Coaches/Managers must secure approval from the AP's parent/guardian and
original team’s coach. This should be done early in the season and will remain in
place for the entire season.

e APs may only be used for absences due to injury, illness, suspension, or family
obligations.

NOTE: The coach of the team that a player is AP’ing for can invite that player to attend
practices at their request.

4. Carded (Competitive) Division Affiliation
Eligibility
e Affiliate players are limited to players from a lower division
e No healthy rostered player may be scratched to allow an AP to play.
e No U11 Development player may AP to a U13 recreational team.
Approval Process

1. Competitive coaches or managers submit a proposed AP list to the Director of
Hockey Operations (DOH).

2. DOH reviews and confirms with coaches.
3. Parents/guardians will be asked to submit the AP form to Team Manager
4. Once HCR updates are confirmed, APs are eligible for play.

5. Game-by-game approval must be confirmed by the original team coach and the
players parents.

6. Coaches/Manager must request AP usage by submitting an Affiliate Player form (AP
Form) to administrator@hockeynanaimo.com



Usage Limits

e APs may only be used to maintain roster strength when rostered players are
unavailable.

5. Recreational Division Affiliation
Eligibility
e Recreational players may only affiliate one division higher.

e Players must be in their second year of eligibility in the lower division, DOH may in
special circumstances allow a first year to affiliate (This will be by request of the
DOH or Coach only).

e Affiliations cannot begin to participate until the first Wednesday after Thanksgiving
or prior to the team participating in a league game.

e Coaches/Manager must request AP usage by submitting an Affiliate Player form (AP
Form) to administrator@hockeynanaimo.com

Usage Limits
e APs may only be used when 13 or fewer skaters are available.
e APs may only be used to bring the roster up to 14 skaters.
e U9 Players can only AP to U11 after Dec 1.

Approval Process

1. Coaches/Manager must request AP usage by submitting an Affiliate Player form (AP
Form) to administrator@hockeynanaimo.com

2. DOH validates HCR eligibility and the Administrator updates rosters once all forms
and approvals are received.

3. Coaches coordinate approvals with the home team coach and parent.
6. Conflict Resolution

e The Director of Hockey Operations will act as arbitrator in accordance to NMHA,
VIAHA, BC Hockey, and Hockey Canada rules/guidelines.

e Decisions are final unless the Board opts to review.



7. Compliance and Oversight
e This guideline complies with VIAHA, BC Hockey, and Hockey Canada.

e Guideline breaches may result in disciplinary action including game forfeiture or
suspension.

e The DOH is responsible for enforcement and reporting to the Executive Board.



